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Fahsen and Schele recently presented convincing > 
evidence that the name of Early Classic Tikal king 
Curl-Snout included Huh, "iguana," in addition to 
the more familiar Yax-nu-ain collocation (Schele 
and Fahsen 1991) (Fig. 1). They proposed a huh 
reading for the T670 hand with an arched or 
folded element above. Several dots usually also 
hang from the latter sign in Curl-Snout’s name. 
The arching grapheme likely also has a hu value in- 
dependent of T670 (Schele and Fahsen 1991:2). I 
argue this sign provides the huh of Curl-Snout’s 
name in the text of the Hombre de Tikal. 

The second half of the text on the Hombre de Ti- 
kal counts 151 days backward from the temporal 
base? to 8,18.10.1.1 6 Imix 19 Uo (Fig. 2). Unfor- 
tunately, the first verb, at E4, is destroyed. The i 
the main sign of the Tikai Emblem Glyph and a Figure 1. Name Phrases of Curl Snout 
partially destroyed titular glyph block follow.” tan P. 
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Figure 2. Text of the Hombre de Tikal 


S 


The text next continues with a new sentence and a 
new verb.* This consists of a suffixed up-ended 
toad and small dart. In the initial publication of the 
Hombre de Tikal, Fahsen identified this colloca- 
tion as a reference to Frog-Sky-Mak’ina, known 
more recently as Smoke-Toad (Fahsen 1988:7). I 
argue instead that the dart may function as a pho- 
netic complement prompting the verb hul, "to ar- 
rive."> Hul is an attested Yucatec term for dart 
(Barrera Vásquez 1980:242). The locative phrase 
"at the Tikal place” follows at E6-F6. 

The second component of block F6 is a poorly 
understood grapheme composed of the signs sak, 
ix, and a small bird. The Sak-Ix bird occurs on 
Ixlu Altar 1, twice on the roof comb text of Tem- 
ple VI at Tikal, and in serpents’ mouths on Tikal 
Stelae 26 and 31 (Fig. 3). The Tikal Temple VI ex- 
amples are associated with monument dedication. 
At Ixlu, the Sak-Ix bird occurs in a "god-event" in- 
volving the Paddlers and other supernaturals. In 
the Stelae 26 and 31 scenes, the Sak-Ix bird is the 
entity materialized in the serpent’s maw, an en- 
trance to the Otherworld. These contexts suggest 
bloodletting and ritual offering. Interestingly, the 
Yucatec word Sakal-Ix means "to ooze blood from 
the penis” (Barrera Vásquez 1980:7 10).° However, 


Figure 3. Sak-Zx phrases. 
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returning to the Hombre text, I consider this only 
a tentative suggestion. 

Here it would identify the subject as one who 
lets blood. This protagonist follows immediately. 

Glyph block E7 includes an arched sign with as- 
sociated dots. Phonetic hi occurs below. The 
phrase closes with the title Tikal Chakte’. How do 
we account for this floating Chakte’ title? The pre- 
ceding dotted arching element is likely the Au dis- 
cussed above. Considering the hi subfix, the collo- 
cation probably yields huh, the iguana version of 
Curl-Snout’s name (Fig. 1). By 8.18.10.1.1, the 
date of this “arrival” event, Curl-Snout was 
Chakte’, the overlord of the combined Tikal- 
Waxaktun polity. 

Discussion 

In Texas Note 13, Fahsen and Schele presented a 
revised chronology of Stela 31 (1991). They ar- 
gued that on 8.18.6.6.17, Smoke-Toad died and 
was replaced in the office of Chakte’ by Curl- 
Snout (Fig. 4). Earlier Curl-Snout accession state- 
ments refer only to when he became ahaw of the 
local Tikal polity.” Identifying Curl-Snout on the 
Hombre de Tikal associated at 8.18.10.1.1 with 
the Chakte’ title supports the Fahsen-Schele chro- 
nology and establishes an outer temporal boundary 


Figure 4. Smoke-Toad’s Death, followed by 
Curl-Snout’s accession as Chakte’; 
Tikal Stela 31 


for his accession as "emperor." Only three years 
and 244 days separate the Stela 31 death date and 
the Hombre de Tikal notice of Curl-Snout’s posi- 
tion as Chakte’. 


Notes 


1. Nikolai Grube recently argued that the pro- 
tagonist on a looted tripod vase text discussed by 
Schele and Fahsen actually refers to the sixteenth 
successor of Tikal lineage founder Yax-Moch-Xok, 
who was also named Curl-Snout. 

2. Fahsen proposed the Long Count 8.18.10.8.12 
for the 1 Eb G1 10 Yax position opening the Hom- 
bre text (Fahsen 1988:6). 

3. This resembles the Chakte’ title. Perhaps the 
verb describes another action performed by Curl- 
Snout, the contemporary Tikal Chakte’. 

4. I assume no temporal shift here. 

5. I am aware that the dart grapheme is prefixed 
by ha in other Early Classic Tikal inscriptions. 
This is a problem. 

6. There may be a phonetic spelling of. this title 
on Dos Pilas Panel 19, in the name of the "visi- 
tor.” 

7. As recorded on Stelae 4 and 31, Curl-Snout 
became ahaw of Tikal on 8.17.2.16.17 5 Kaban 
10 Yaxk’in. 
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